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CONGRESSIONAL. ,
SPEECH OF HONeJOHN KELLY,

op nkw york,

In reply to Hoo. Mr. Akers of Missouri, and Hon. Henry f
Winter Davis of Maryland; delivered in the House of
Representatives on Tuesday, February 10, 1857.
House bill 560 being under consideration, the House be- -t

ing in ComiuitWe ol the Wbule ou the slate of the Uuion, f
(Humphhiy Marshall, of Kentucky, in the chair). I

Mr. KKI.LY said: 1 rise for the ptlfbose of submitting, 1

as briefly as 1 can, a few remarks in reply to the very extra- '

ordinary speech delivered in this ball, a lew weeks since, by 1

the honorable member from Baltimore city. In the great I
abondaoce of bis zeal to assail the President of the United '

.States, because that high functionary has discharged his
wr ilhuni 4.. 4k.I

COIWUIUIU/UM uu«»J) M utauuu iw mo uiau

of sectional fanaticism which has so frequently driven our

country to the very verge of dissolution, the gentleman
from Baltimore could not permit so good an occasion to
pass without hurling his pointless infectives against the
democratic party of the North, and especially against
my constituents, in tortus and temper which demand
a reply. In wriggling out of old ussock^ious, or perhaps,
rather, in looking north of Mason and Dixon's line, after
new ones, the gentleman from Baltimore city, representing
on this floor u southern constituency, charges upon the indomitabledemocracy which I have the honor to represent,
either the fully of political idiocy or the knavery of politicalfraud. What else means the canting, ludicrous charge 8

which the gentlemen has borrowed froufthe black republi- "

cans.the leading count, loo, in their indictment ugaiust "

the gallant democracy of the southern as well as the north- c

ern States.that the Nebraska bill wus palmed off upon 1

the South as imposing slavery upon Kansas necessarily, 8

and as a condition to its becoming a State, while the same
bill was forced upon the deluded democracy of the North,
because it was the symbol of "Buchanan, Breckinridge, and
free Kansas." In other words, that one set of principles
was proclaimed in the South, another and a different set of
principles at the North ; and that, on the part of the democracy,the election was but a successful c> mbination of
frauds, and our victory the triumph of dishonorable trickery.

It seemed somewhat strange, sir, that the gentleman
from Baltimore should have made the President's message
the pretext for this assault upon the democracy ot the
North.

'

No subject, perhaps, ever brought up for considerationbefore this body, has elicited such able, earnest, and
instructive debate as the message of President Pierce to the
present session of Congress. In that memorable document
the President discusses, with distinguished ability, and
with a precision both of argument and fact that his assailantshave shown more disposition to criticise than imitate,
the history of the slavery agitation.of the combinations,
and efforts, and aims of those who have sought to overthrowthe institutions of a section of this confederacy,
by tiampling upon constitutional obligations, and nullifyingthe organic laws of the land. The soundness of
argument, and the appropriateness of occasion which characterizethat portion of the President's annual communicationto Congress, have been amply vindicated by the representativesof the 8laveholding States of the Union. Southern
gentlemen have done that question full justice. 11 is not expectedof me, in this presence, and on general principles, to
stand forth as the champion of the peculiar institutions of
that section of the confederacy. They- rest upon the constitution,and the agitators and demagogues who would
officiously interfere with them, and who have ruthlessly e

them hiup received a rahuke in the result of the
late election which Bhould silence tbem forever, if they regurdas of any weight, in this country of popular sovereigntyand equal rights, the most emphatic expression of
popular will. It is because my constituents have been
dragged into this whirlpool of vituperation, and been coveredwith the obloquy of partisan abuse, that I rise in my
seat, and, before God and my country, declare my solemn
conviction that, while gentlemen may sport their rhetoric,
and flourish their sarcasms on what they are pleased to
designate as the teachings ot the recent election, the result
of that election has been, in the providence of God, the
preservation of our Union.the vindication of our competencyfor self-government, and the overthrow of the treasonableplots of those who would deluge the country in
blood to accomplish their unholy ends. So long as this mode
ofassault was confined to the black republicans, we were satisfiedto leave tbem in southern hands. They have taken
good care of tbem.so good, indeed, that it was apparent to
the House that long before the debate upon the President's
message ceased, the gentlemen who commenced it were exceedinglyglad to bring it to an end. The gentleman from
Maryland, however.whether by accident, or whether becauseit was the part in the role assigned to bim, I will not
say.follows up the assault, only shifting position a little;
for the black republicans pretty much confined their stricturesto the President and the South, while he made the
President and the North the subject of attack. The Kansas-Nebraskabill, say these gentlemen, was exhibited by
democratic orators and leaders in two phases : one in the
South.Kansas and slavery; another in the North.Kansasand freedom. This act, which constituted one ot the
most prominent issues in the late election.upon which the
national democratic party decided in solemn convention to
ri9k its existence, and with its existence that of the Union.
was the cloak uDder which the North was to be cajoled,
and the destinies of the republic fixed for the next four
years. Sir, the interpretation put upon the Kansas-Nebraskaact by my constituents who endorsed it, waB that
given to it by the Cincinnati Convention. The black-republicanorators and leaders in New York took the ground
that if Mr. Buchanan was elected, Kansas would necessarily
be a slave State, and that the only way to prevent it was to
elect Col. Fremont. We met them there, and everywhere
throughout the State of New York, by maintaining that
Kansas ought to be a free or a slave Scale, just as the peo-1
pis of the Territory should decide. The black republicans
flaunted the banners of congressional sovereignty ; we1
stood upon the broad platform of popular sovereignty.
We took the Kansas-Nebraska bill as it was, and as we
found it incorporated in the platform of the Cin<4nuati!
Convention.

Immediately after the nominations were announced to
the country, the dtmocracy of the Union everywhere respondedto the action of their representatives at that convention.One of the largest public meetings ever held in
Albany, the capital of my State, wag convened on that occasion.Their proceedings were public.their resolutions
were scattered all over tbe State as landmarks by which
the democracy were to be guided, and as symbols of pure
orthodox democratic faith. Here tbey are, Mr. Chairman,
word for word, as they were parsed by the tens of thousandswho composed that meeting, and as they were inscribedon every democratic banner that floated throngh
the Umpire State.eve, sir, as they were endorsed by a

sufficient number of my constituents to send me back to
this hall, and by soTen thousand true and loyal democrats,
over and above that number, to keep the field well falloweduntil the trial comes round again:

Renolvtd, That the democracy of Albany nnanimouslv, with
heart and voice, reapond to the nominations made br the
Democratic Convention at Cincinnati, and congratulate the
country upon a choice ao auspicious to its welfare.

Kttolvtd, That we recognise in Jaines Buchanan, of Pennsylvania,a statesman of the superior order, of great ability
and experience, who, having enjoyed the confidence of Jackson,and fought with bim in the great and successful struggleswith the United States Hank, and in favor of a constitutionalcurrency, and against monopoly and privilege, low
stands not only the foremost representative of democracy,
but the first statesman of the Union.

Rttolvtd, That in hia gallant associate on the ticket, John
C. Breckinridge, of Kentucky, we have a candidate whose
eloquence and ability, joined to a peraonal character "withoutfear and without reproach," juatlv endear him to the democracyof the nation ; and that we look upon the combinationof ago and wisdom with geniui and veuth.tbe steadinessof Pennsylvania nnd the gallantry of Kentucky.as the
combination which most truly represents the judgment and
feelings of the American democracy.

That we oordially embrace the platform of principlesadopted by the Convention at Cincinnati, confident
that they will yet vindicate themselves to the judgments and
convictions of the mastes of the people of this Union, and that,
when rightly interpreted, they will extend and fortify the'
principle of "sell-government, and strengthen our internal
tranquillity, and peacefully enforce and maintain onr honor
abroad.

Auolvrd, That the great evil or the times and the great errorIn nnlitiea vrliieh the democratic Dartv is relied upon to
resist and correot, ia the inflnenoeof an ixqcisitosial sfibit. t
seeking, by political action, to obtain jurisdiction over, and t
inquire into and pnnish, the action* and pursuit* of men and (
oommanitie* which bare heretofore been placed under the
guarantee of freedom ; that thi* arrogant apirit arraigns beforeit the inatitationa of aUter Htatea, acknowledged equal f
ander the oonrtitntion.for reward and condemnation assumes c

to brand their domestic policy with marks of dishonor. t
threatens them, and others like them, with political disqnal- r

IScation, and in the same spirit arraigns rrligions sects for i
their creeds, and breaks into the domicil of the cltiien to find
whether he has violated some sumptuary law enacted in boa- r

Ullty to the constitution, and in disregard to the rights of *

freemen. ,

Ruolmrd, That a* democrats we are opposed to all these in
,

apirit and in practice ; that we are in faror of leaving the *

Htatea to themselves, recognising the equality of each : of s

leaving the Territories to themselves, recognising their *

power to govern themselves; and of leaving every man free ^
in his religion, safe in his home, and nneon*»rained in his per- N
eonal rights, except so far as they may dlreotlv injure his I

neighbor or destroy the public peace. g

VOLUHK VI.

CITY OF \
This is the construction which the democracy I have th<

louor to represent ou this floor.the democracy of thi
itateof New York, and, I might add, the democracy o
he nation.put upon the Kansas-Nebraska act.
They well understood the salutary, life-restoring in

luence of the great principle of popular sovereignty wrap
»ed up in that measure. They felt the danger, and the;
istened to the multerings of the storm that was brooding
>ver our common country. Tbey voted neither for Kansa:
fee nor Kausas slave, but for Kansas under the Nebraskt
>ili .for Kansas under the constitution, where the Nebraska
'ill places it; aud, Mr. Chairman, there is not a single iudi
ridual of my constituents.I am sure I know not one.wbc
vould not repel as an insult to bis common sense the im<
mtation that, in voting for that measure as one of the isueaupon which be cast his suffrage at the recent election
e was the victim of deception, or an accomplice in n

raud.a fraud not upon one or either section, but a fraud
ipon the whole country.upon tbe 1,320,501 democratic
rnters in the northern States, and upon 038,350 democratic
md Union national whig voters of the South. So long as
bis unfounded and almost ludicrous accusation was conInedto tbe lips of the black republicans or abolitionists
in this floor, I only laughed at it; but when it is stolen
rom them and flung in the teeth of the northern democacy,whether intended as a taunt to tbe South or a sneer
>t tbe North, by the representative of a southern constituucy,1 must expose its utter want of truth, and repel the
usult it insidiously conveys.
Sir, before the Kansas-Nebraska bill appeared on our

tatute-books, tbe great principle of popular sovereignty,
,8 contradistinguished from congressional usurpation, was
familiar to the democracy of New York as was any

ither dogma of democratic faith. It was as (irmly rooted
n the democratic heart of my State as wab opposition to
i United States Bank, to colossal schemes of internal imirovementby the general government, or to any of those
ihsolete heresies which passed away a few years too soon
o witness the dissolution of the party by which they were
ince cherished. Nay, sir, when the gentleman from Balimorecity was schooling himself along the banks of the
'otomac. as his distinguished and eloquent colleague aaluredus a few days since on this door, by bis Hampden
etters in tl)g Alexandria Gazette, in defence of the Wilmot
iroviso, the leading democratic minds and pens of New
fork were employed in denouncing that measure as unjust,
inequal, and unconstitutional and it would seem soraevhatsingular that tbey should all concur, though at differentperiods and distant places, in recommending the
rery principle of the Nebraska bill as the only true, equitade,and constitutional solution which could be given to
hat irritating and dangerous question. As far back as

February 8, 184V, the doctrine was publicly announced
ind ably defended by one of the purest and most popilurdemocratic leaders in the State of New York. At this
:arly period, sir, in the history of the agitatiou and strife
ivbieh were finally lulled into silence, and I trust for
sver in this republic, by the passage of Mr. Douglas's bill,
ve find the following leading editorial published in the
Rochester Daily Advertiser. I give this editorial entire.
lot so much for the purpose of showing that, in regard to
:he rights of the South, in respect of popular sovereignty
ind congressional assumption of power, whotber that asmmptionof power take the form of a Wilmot proviso or of
t travelling board of congressional inquisitors, the democ

acyof New York are better friends of the South than the
nember from Baltimore city.not for the purpose of contestingthe Wilmot-proriso lucubrations of Hampden in
849 with the sound, forcible, and constitutional doctrines
iditorially published in a leading New York democratic
irgan in 1847.but to put at rest a controversy which has
ong existed relative to the paternity, or rather to the "indention,"of the now admitted democratic dogma of terriorialsovereignty, under the constitution, and in accordincewith the rights of the several States.
The following is the editorial leader of the Rochester

>aily Advertiser of February 8, 1847 :
" Tns Wilmot proviso..In deference to an unsettled

itate of the public mind, wc have for the past week permitedthe 'Wilmot proviso' to be freely discussed in our colimnsby correspondents opposed to, and in favor of, that
neasure, while we have stood pretty much aloof from the
lubject. Our own sentiments, however, have been plainly
ndicated, and these may now be stated with greater disinctncss.
"We believe as yet the people of .all parties are eo much

inder the influence of theirftelingi merely, that it is quite
mpoasible to judge from the tenor of 'resolves' framed and
lassed under more or less of excitement, what will be the
:ourse of parties when they shall again acknowledge the
luiuiuiuu ui icasuii, uuu wucu hue duwr bccuuu (uuu^iu
ihall once more resume its appropriate functions, llowevsr,be that as it may, we propose to state our views upon
this topic with candor and frankness.

" We are opposed to what is called the 'Wilmot proviso.'
It appears to us to be contrary to the spirit of our federal
L-ompact, to the democratic doctrine of state-rights, and at
war even with the principles of individual liberty; in fact,
that it can only be made effective to the extent contemplatedby means of a gross usurpation of power on the
part of the general government In all this we may be
wrong ; but they are our honest opinions, and we shall expressthem fearlessly.
" It seems to us that we are too apt to regard Congress

is omnipotent.as possessing legitimate power to do whateverparty fteling or popular passion may dictate.
" In discussions like this, we desire always to recur to

irst principle?, and thence learn whether Congress be competentto the task which the public require at its hands. It
nust be borne in mind that there are certain principles at
she foundation of our institutions.princip'es which form
.he only bulwark of human literty.which are superior in
sheir binding forco to any laws or 'provisos' fiamed by
nan. Ip, then, any project be broached inconsistent with
this paramount law, it should be at once abandoned.
" Well, then, where dees Congress derive the Tight fit

nav possess the power, but we are searching after the
ight) to say that any Territory may not form just such institutionsas suit the majority of its ci izens? provided always,and provided on, that they be not repugnant to the
republican form of government' which the constitution
guaranties to even State.' Moreover, that 'republican
arm,' ifour national compact be held valid, must bo defined
recording to the understanding of the framers of the conititution.And inasmuch as domestic slavery did exist in
ibe States which were parties to that compact, it inevitvblvfollows that that institution was not regarded as in

onsiateutwith the 'republican form' intended to be 'guarintied.'It is, we think, fairly inferrible from this, that
;be constitution did not intend to vest in Congress the
igbt to interfere With the local institutions of the peo:>le,under any 'republican form' they might choose to
rdopt, either in the States or Territorial.

' But it may be said that the right required to make this
jroviio effective may be found in that section of the consti.utionwhich declares Congress shall have power to disloseof, and make all needful rules and regulations respictng,the territory or other property belonging to the United
States.' But then the question arises, is it 1 needful' to
nake any ' rule or regulation' in regard to a political comnurrityorganized as a ' territory' which the constitntion so

ilainly withholds the ' power' to enforce in regard to the
\ame community when organized as a State '/

' But our main reliance to prove that Congress has no

ight to dictate what institutions the acquired territory
hall or not adopt is upon that law which is superior to all
rritten constitutions, and from which all other laws derive
heir binding force. So much of that law as is applicable
o the present case is forcibly expressed in oar Declaration
if Independence. In speaking of man's ' inalienable rights,'
hat sacred instrument says, ' to secure these rights, gov-rnmentsare instituted among men, deriving their jitst
lowers from the content of the governed.' Now take Calibrniafor eiampie, and who are ' the governed V Obviluslythe Californianethemeelvee. Well, then, it necessarily
oilows thnt.no laws, no government over that country, can
>e possessed of ' juet powers,' except it be such as receives
he consent of the governed'.that is, of the Californians;
rnd if the power exerted he not a 'just' one, it is not moallybinding upon the people. Is there any escape from

" Again we ask : bow came the people of this State posies.sei of the right to legislate for California ? Il it really
10 ? Or is it only an atsumed right? And if we bare the
ight to impose 'unalterable fundamental articles' upon
hem, may they not a* rightfully impose distasteful 'unalerablearticles' upon us? Is not this a 'rule that will work
rath ways,' /it will work at all7 Let us think of this mater,reflect seriously upon it, and not be carried to dangermaconclusions by impnlsr, by passion, or by party seal.
" It is hence plain to every intelligent man that every le[itimatepolitical right enjoyed by the people of any State

>r Territory is inherent in themttht*. Properly speaking,
hey do not derive a tingl* right from Congress; and inasnuchas Congress poitrttt* no right* to bestow, it possesses
tone which it may withhold.
" Suppose California 'annexed,' would her citizens be deicndentfor their political rights upon the votes of the New

fork congressional delegation ? or of any or of all other
lelegations ? Do wo possess the right to control their 'inalienablerights V Does this State, or any county in the
itate, derive a s'ngle political right from the general govrnraentT Nobody will pretend that such is the case.
A? here, then, do we obtain the right to interfere with the
domestic institutions' of other communities, however obinxiousthey may be to onr notions? The right of eelf[ovsenmentdoes not, we apprehend, appertain to man only

- pat
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) when be lives under what is called a Stale government,
j is equally perfect under a territorial organization,
f "It may be said that tbe same rigbtattaches totbesli
and that hence we ought to invest him with his nut

- rights even in the States; bat we think that is a mi
- with which toe have nothing to do. As regards the 1

-tr..,.r ...i _ »i.».
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; same relations with them that we do with other iudepi
i ent sovereignties, to which we are bound by no fed
l ties. No one doubts that the serfs of Russia are robbei
i their just rights. Every American believes.nay, he knoi

that the subjects of every European government are

pressed by being forcibly divested of their just and 1

alienable rights.' But we must leave the remedy to
and to Uod. We possess no authority to interfere; t
like ourselves, enjoy the riyht of «r//-government; but \
we to enforce upon them our dogrutu, we should hssi
the riyht of goctming Mem, and hence we should be gu
of subverting the principle of sef/ governmeDt, to wl
we profess such unlimited attachment.

" We ask our readers to examine this subject thorou
ly ; we have not a doubt that they will find the same (
eral law.the same sacred principle, which prohibits
from interfering in the domestic affairs of other nationa
be alike imperative in regard to the affairs of the States
other republican communities. We are a nation of prt
gatidistt; but our propagandism must be silent and pei
ful; it must be limited to the influence of results. A pi
agandist with arms in his hands is a despot, an execri

tyrant"
This was published, Mr. Chairman, on the 8th da;

February, 1847, by Isaac Butts, esq., then editor of a It
ing democratic paper in New York, having a iarge cii
lalioo, and commanding a well-merited influence with
eutire democracy of that State. Here the full, broad c
trine of popular sovereignty, or "non-intervention," is
the first time formally presented, and discussed and
forced with rare ability, in my State sir.a northern St
too, where the democracy are so benighted that they v
made to believe, when endorsing the Kunsas-Nebraska
that they were casting their votes for "Buchanan, Brecl
ridge, and free Kansas." But, sir, the democracy of
State may find some consolation in this outrageous 1
upon their true sentiments in regard to the slavery ag
tion when they learn that the member from Baltimore, \

makes it, has left on record his adherence to the Will
proviso, in his now somewhat famous declaration t
"Congress has the same power over slavery (in the Terr
ries) that it has over the other relations of husband
wife, master and servant, master and apprentice, put
and child;" and who follows on in the next senteno
that uiitnomored communication, over the signaturi
Ilampdcn, and published in 1849, with a modest advici
the democracy, particularly of the South, "not to go ago
the passage of the Wilmot proviso." We can affori
smile at the puny assaultB of such nssailuate. It is tl
vocation to resort to "assertions without proof, declai
tioas without argument, nnd violeut censure without (

nity or moderation."
But, Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Baltimore

wus not satisfied with lecturing the northern democr
for the grave offence of standing by the rights of the So
under the constitution, and of declaring, as they havedt
that agitators nnd demagogues, led on by a spirit of fun
cistn and intolerance, shall no longer endanger the Un
by their treasonable plots and their mad crusades,
ambition seems restless and insatiable, for he cannot c
elude his speech without trying a bout with what he
nominates the "Irish Brigade." What particular claaE
our feilow-citizens this fling was aimed at I am at a
to conjecture. Thetc is a body known to history un
that appellation.a body of historical reputation, wb
deeds of bravery on every battle field of Europe have li
formed the glowing theme for the poet's genius and
......Int.x.C. D.l ..I - (I|,« r<.o,.

by the gentleman's sarcasm.too patriotic to be mca.su

by bis well-conned calculations of tbe "loaves and iiab
which bave unfortunately slipped through his fihgei
too brave to be terrified by the menaces or insults of tt
who would justify brutal murder.the murder of defei
less women and helpless children.the sacking of dw
ings and the burning of churches, under the insolent)
of "sommary punishment." Sir, the "Irish Brigade'
history was composed of patriots whom oppression in
land of their birth had driven to foreign countries, to ca
out a borne and a name by their valor and their bwi
The brightest page, sir, of tbe history of France is t
which records the deeds and names of the "Irish Briga
France, however, was not the only country in which
"Irish Brigade" signalized iti devotion to liberty, and
bravery in achieving it. Sir, the father of your own m

was one of that glorious band of heroes who shed lustre
the land of their birth, while they poured out their
blood for the country of their adontion. John Barry
a member of the Irish Brigade in America.be who, w

tempted by Lord Howe with gold to bis heart's conti
and the command of a iinc-of-battle-ship, spurned tbe o

with these noble words: "I have devoted myself to
cause of my adopted country, and not the valuo or c<
mand of the whole British fleet could seduce me from it
he who, when bailed by the British frigates in the \\
Indies, nnd asked the usual questions as to tbe ship i

captain, answered, The United States ship Alliance, sai
Jack Barry, half Irishman, half Yankee. Who are yoi
Sir, saucy Jack Barry, as be styled himself, was the I
American officer that ever hoisted tbe stars and stripes
our country on board a vessel-of-war. So soon as the
of tbe Union was agreed on, it floated from the inasth
of the Lexington, Captain John Barry. But Captain J<
Barry was not the only member of tbe "Irish Briga
whose name comes down to us with the story of tbe
vations and bravery of our revolutionary struggle. (
John Fitzgerald was also one of that immortal band,
this member of the "Irish Brigade" I will let the still
ing member of Washington's own household, tbe eloqti
and venerable Custis, speak

" Col. Fitzorerald." savs G. W. P. Custis in his mcrai
of revolutionary heroes, " waB an Irish officer in the
Blue and Buffo.the first volunteer company raised in
South in the dawn of the revolution, and commanded
Washington. In the campaign of 1778 ind retreat tbroi
the Jerseys, Fitzgerald was appointed aid-de-camp to Wa
ington. At the battle of 1'rinceton occurred that touch
scene consecrated by history to everlasting rcmrmbrai
The American troops, worn down by hardships, exhaust
marches, and want of food on the fall of their leat
that brave old Scotchman General Mercer, recoiled bel
the bayonets of the veteran foe. Washington spur
bis horse into the interval between the hostile Hi
reining up with the charger's head to the foe and i

ling to his Boldiers, " Will you give up your general to
enemy 7 The appeal was not made in vain. The Americr
(1 hope the gentleman from Maryland will pardon Mr. C
tisfor including Colonel Fitzgerald in their number, and
tribute it to an excess of patriotic fervor in the venerable!
torian) faced about ana the arms were levelled on b
ides.Washington between them.even as though he I
been placed there at a target for both. It was at this i
ment Colonel Fitzgerald returned from conveying an or
to thenar; and here let us use the gallant veteran's o
words. He said: "On my return, 1 perceived the gent
immediately between our line and that of the enemy, b
lines levelling for the decisive fire that was to decide
fortune of the day. Instantly there was a roar of muske
followed by a shout It was the shout of victory,
raising my eyes, I discovered the enemy broken and flyi
while, dimly amid the glimpses of the smoke, was's
Washington alive and unharmed, waving bis hat
cheering his comrades to the pursuit. 1 dashed my rov
into my charger's Hanks and Hew to his side, exclaim!
" thank God! your excellency's safe. 1 wept like a cl
for joy.'' This is what histoy; tells us of another mem
of the "Irish Brigade." Now, air, If the gentleman ft
Maryland will only suppress his horror, and listen with
tience, I will tell him what tradition adds concerning t
brave aid-de-camp of Washington.this bold and intie
Irishman. After peace was proclaimed, and our indepe
ence achieved.after the constitution had been put in a
ration and Washington filled the office of Chief Magisti
of the nation.be scot for his old companion-in-arms.tl
living in Washington's own county of Fairfax.and
vited him to accept the lucrative civil office of collectoi
the customs for the port of Alexandria. This tradit
will he fouud to correspond with the records of the Trt
ury Department, on which may be rend in the entry t
Colonel John Fitzgerald was appointed collector of
customs at Alexandria, Virginia, by George Washing!
President of the United States, April 12, 1792. Thus,
find that the Father of his Country, were he now livi
would come uuder the denunciations of the gentleu
from Maryland and his know-nothing associates for c

ferring office on one of the Irish Brigade.
But, sir, I would tire the patience of this House were

select even one out of every thousand of the patriot nai
of the "Irish Brigade' strewed along the pages of our

tory from the very dawn of the revolution down to
hour when our hag floated over the palace of the Mot
zumas.
The gentleman from Baltimore city professes great de

tion to the memory and fame of the illustrious Clay,
was the gentleman's oracle while living. Hear his <

quent voice coming up to us as if from his honored gr«
Ha, too, is speaking of the "Irish Brigade;" and in
warm, honest, and manly soul, the only words which
can find sufficiently ardent to express his feelings are "bi
of our bone and flesh of our flesh." "That Ireland,"
claims the orator of America, in a speech delivered as 1
M 1917; "Tl'llicb linf !to?n in *" "n* vicissitudes of our

XU JSfit
N, AND THE CONSTITUTION."

tY MORNING, FEBRDAR
but tioual existence our friend, and hue ever extended to us hi

warmest sympathy.those Irishmen who iu every war
are; which we have beeu engaged.on every battle-tield fro
ural Quebec to Moiiterey, have stood by us shoulder to sbou
itter der, and shared in all the perils and fortunes of the conflict
oral If anything, Mr. Chairman, were wanting after this to ei
the noble the "Irish Brigade," and give it its proper and coi
md- stilutional position in the great family of American fre<
eral men.it is the obloquy of his excellency Henry J. Gardne
i of of Massachusetts, and the lion. Hknrv Wimtsk Davis, <
p«. Baltimore. The gentleman cannot complain if I thi
op- couple his name with that of the black republican know
un- nothing chief magistrate of the State of Massachusetts i
Lime his violent crusade against adopted citizens. I will show
bey, similarity in feeling, iu sentiment, almost in language, b<
vere tween the know-uotbing governor of a black-rcpublica
jujc State that gave thirteen electoral rotes against Uuchana
liltv and Breckinridge because they planted themselves upoitch the Kansaa-Ncbraaku act, and the know-nothing representative of a southern State that.threw her eight vote
igh- against the same gentlemen because she was swayed b
[en- the counsels of those who would fasten upon the South th
us iniquities of the VYilmot proviso,

i, to Hear what the executive functiuuary of Massachusett
i, or says in his late annual message iu reference to the iris
>pa- Brigade:
see- it While the horde of foreign-born voter* have thus strick
rop- en down a noble cause, (thai of Fremont,) which appealsible to the moral sentiment and enlightened patriotism of ou

country, it only affords another rontirrnation of a fact whic
f of our whole history establishes, that the foreign vote, wit
.ad- hardly an exoeptlon, always has been, and in the nature o

things ever will and must be, attracted to that party which
t|je under high-sounding generalities on the abstract rights o

j man, always practically co-operates with slavery at th
,

*

Houth, and banishes from its platform the moral questionsand nobler instincts, and more enlightened sentiments of th
a'te" *g8'"
tore Again, Gov. Gardner says:
act, " And it is this alien body which has decided in the pas
(in- many of our great national elections, and iu the future, un

my less oneczeu, is destined to tbvrtrt ni-iny or the nohle.it uiore

jke| uionts whioh New England, co-operating with New lffntlf*"
j. sentiments.morality and education.diffused through th

. great West, uiay undertake in behalf ol'freedom, humanity"J and the nobler spirit of the century. It was the deadeninj''10J influence of thia body which counteracted the great northerihat uprising of the last national election. For whercrer Net
iio England aentiuienta, New England education, and New Engand land morality, by reason of State colonization from the In
'ent digenoua and unmixed population of these aix States, wer
c of diffused and predominated, there, without an exception, th
e of cause of free territory triumphed."
s to Now, sir, exumiuc the remarkable coincidence of speedimt and senlimcut in what ia said on Ibis very question l»y th
I to representative of a southern constituency. "They (foreignieir born voters) may not be disregarded, for, but for them
ma- I'ennsylvaniu were lost, and with it the day. Yet wha
iig- will satisfy those indispensable allies, now conscious o

their power? Again:ity jn he fierce struggle for supremacy, men have forgottei
acv the ban which trie republic putd on the intrusion of reli
uth clous irflueuce on the political arena. These intluence
>ne, have brought vast multitudes of foreign-born citizens t<
ati- the polls, ignorant of American interests, without Amen
ion can feelings, influenced by foreign sympathies, to vote 01
His American affairs, and those votes hare, in point of fact, ac
on- complished the present result."
de- Thus we find these two champions of a defunct factioi
of attribute the result of the late election to the fact that th<

loss balance of power is in the hands of the "Irish Brigadeder and that this power has been used, as one of these gentle
lose men says, to strike down "a noble cause, which appealet
:>ug to the moral sentiment and enlightened patriotism of oui
the country,and us the other gentleman has expressed it, t<
bed accomplish the present result. Sir, in the name of the
red adopted citizens of Irish und German birth, who constitute
es," a full moiety of my constituents, in the name of the democ
'8 racy of the nation, 1 accept the compliment, and here felici
eose tate the adopted citizens who belong to the democratie
ice- fold that, by their casting votes, they can "strike down:
ell- New England treason, aud. vindicate the greul charter o
ilea American liberty. If they have really wielded this powerof then they are the men who have saved this Union from dis
the solution and ruin. Knglaud aud Massachusetts were th<
rve headquarteis of the agitators, of whom Governor Gardner
>rd. of Massachusetts, is now the mouth-piece. Entbralmeu
hat of the South or disunion was their fierce battle-cry. Oni
de." of their British organs, speaking in reference to the probathe bilities of a war on the Central American question, usee
its these remarkable words : "There are now over three mil
ivy lions of human beings held in cruel bondage in the Unitec
on States. If, therefore, the United States deny, and is re

life- solved to question the right of Great Britain to her Cen
was tral Ame ican possessions, we, the peoplo of the Britisl
hen empire, are resolved to strike oil' the shackles from thi
ent, feet of her three millions of slaves. And there ari
ffer among us those who will sanctify such a glorious cause
the And in response to this diabolical and atrocious sentiment
im- the London News adds " The abolitionists would be witl
". us to a man. The best of them areEO now." Sir, hadsucl
r.ot I .1 1.n:.-i IJ1
vo«. a tauuuuuuo uciancu tuo civin&cu wunu us » war ueiweei
irid the Unitca States and England at that time, it would no
ucy have been to the men of the " dark-lantern," and the mid
l night dagger, nor to the abolitionist, we would hare lookec
irst for defence. We would find it only in the rank and file o
of the national democracy.the bone and sinew of the coun

lag try ; and foremost among that democracy would be founc
ead the "Irish Brigade".the countrymen of Montgomery, Kos
jbn ciusco, De Kalb, of saucy Jack Barry, and intrepid Johi
de" Fitzgerald. They would come forward as Walker, the his
pri- torian of General Jackson says they didin the war of 1812
Jol. " They would come forward, all of them capable of hear
or ing arms, promptly und determinedly, to fight for theii

1 iv- adopt-d eouutry, and for freedom against their hereditaryent enemy and oppressor." In such a contest, with the balanci
of power in their bands, the^- would give us such an oldairsfashioned victory as they aided us in achieving over a fai

old more dangerous adversary in last November,
the I now purpose, Mr. Chairman, to address myself, for s
bv few moments, to the honorable gentleman from Missouri
igh [Mr. >kkh?.] whose generous impulses prompted him te
sh- rush to the rescue of his friend from Baltimore city wber
ing he saw him lie bleeding and prostrate under the .tunning
ice. blows of his colleague, [Mr. Ifowm ] 1 thought, indeed, at
ing first, that the gentleman from Missouri, who is, I learn, t
ler, minister of the Gospel, took the floor merely on a missior
ore of brotherly charity, and only intended to pray with hii
red friend, and give him the necessary spiritual comfort; bat
ace, this illusion was soon dispelled. The dying and the living;al- are quickly astride of the same hobby and while the on<
the exhausts all his powers upon the "Irish Brigade," the other
ins with an equal stretch of fancy, but a much vaster stride
'us- over space, obtrudes himsslf, at a bound, into the cabins
at- of the Irish peasantry, far away across the Atlantic. I rnus
bis- confess, Mr. Chairman, to the pleasure with which I listen
oth ed to his brilliant ant highly-poetical peroration. Hailinglad from d State first settled by Catholics, whose chief city wai
no- named by its pious founders after the sainted crusadei
der king of France, lie comes here full of the enthusiasm anc
wn poetry which that reminiscence inspires. The ages of fait!
iral camo before my mind, but ere long I found that his senst
oth of bearing was far more acute than mine, and I could no
the help remembering the rccds that whispered about King Mi
try, das's ears when 1 beard the gentleman from Missouri, al
On most from the Catholic city of St. Louis, call on you t<
ng, bear the Irish priest beyond the Atlantic holding convcrsi
een with his enslaved parishioners. Mr. Chairman, from boytnd hood to manhood, I have known more priests of native and
tela foreign birth than Mr. Akkrs ever raw. I have seen then
ng, at the cradle of infancy.I have been with them at tin
did death-bed of old age; but, sir, my ears are only those of (
ber man ; I never heard a word of the speeches the gentlemar
om from Missouri puts in their lips, and 1 can omly hope tha
pa- my feltow-representatives are not equally afflicted with tbi
this disease of King Midas.
pid Is it not known, sir, to every candid and impartialnd- traveller who has visited, that beautiful, but ill-fatec
ipe- island, that the only true, devoted^ loyal, self-sacrificing
ate friend that the Irish peasant has in the land of bis hirtl
hen is the Catholic priest ? He stands between him and the opin- preesion of his haughty, blood-stained rulers, and when hi
of cannot ameliorate his condition, he liears on his owe

ion shoulders bis full share of the burden. In suffering and
*aa- misfortune, he administers to him the consolations of hit
hat religion and the counsel of a friend; be sympathizes wltt
the him in all his trials, and when the minister of a strange
:on, faith, armed with all the terrors of the law, sends hif
we bailiffs and his )«impered minions to seize the very bed
ng, on which his sick wife is preparing to meet the God of hei
Jan fathers.when, under the maddening spectacle, a moment,
on- ary burning for revenge perhaps seizes upon his agonized

soul, the priest is bjr his side, whispering in his ear "Ven[to geance is mine, ssilh the Lord '.takes him by the handlesprovides, with his last penny, for the safe removal of tb<
his- sick ana the helpless, and leaves them not until th<
the hour of their trial is passed.a trial that will continnt
ite- to barnss and oppress the Irish Catholic so long at

the national Church of Kngland prolongs a life of den>-bauchery and vice on the plunder and pillage of the Irish
lie peasant. Hear an American Protestant, the learned I)r
tlo- Durbiu, on this eubiect: "The oppressive ecclesiastical
ive. system by which Kngland compels the Irish people^ ninehistenths of whom are Catholics, to support the Episcopal
he church in Ireland, is another crying evil, and so great that,
one were he an Irishman, as he is an American and a Protestex-ant, he would never cease combatting it hut with his lifr
ato The poorest part of the population, beside supporting theli
na- own ayatam, are tarad heavily to sustain Protestantism

^ and servile war given from the very temples of God. Tru-i o
ly, triumphantly may the Catholic priest exclaim: "These c
things have been done; hut I am not the uian.' e

e The address of the geutlern »n from Missouri is a grave n
e defeuce of the late know-notbing party and not only for o

its plausible sophistry, but on account of the gentleman's e
i well-known ability, requires a careful examination and a li
B minute analysis. 1 propose to glance at its leading points, ei
. I shall do so in a spirit of candor and fairness. There is si
, one thing the gentleman does not deny, and I here chal- el
t lenge him to dcuy it. The members of that party were p
I pledged to vote for no Catholic.no citizen of foreign ti
, birth. This the constitution of the secret society which c<
i forms the basis of the party shows this, even the original tl
. stork of both, the United Americans, shows. More than gi
s three millions of our citizens were thus prejudged, and ex- 01
j eluded from beifig chosen to office.were mude a class of C
- helots; and were the policy to succeed, these helots would cl
> well deserve their fate if they did uotshaketbe government tl
- to its very foundation. If anything can ever imperil this sr

government, it would he to have in our midst a class not "

i possessed of the rights of citizenship held by the maaEcs. it
8 a class deprived of the elective franchise, either active or si
" passive, either in the right of choosing or in that of being r<
. chosen to office. si
1 Mr. KKNNETT, of Missouri. Will the gentleman from p
r New York allow me to interrupt him for a moment ? n
> Mr. KELLY. Certainly, sir. is
» Mr. KKNNETT. 1 see, Mr. Chairman, that ray colleague n:
a to whom the gentleman refers is not in his seat. 1 will, g

therefore, with his permission, say that I think he has uu- e:

intentionally misinterpreted my colleague's remarks. The tl
; iuference which I drew from the argument of my colleague m

on this floor was, that he was opposed to the consolidation o
f of political and religious questions, and to the proscribing pof any man on account of his religious belief; and such d
. are the principles and policy of the American party. My ei
8 colleague said, further, that the American party was the b
, first party that has ever introduced that principle in their tl
t political platform. 1 ai
8 Mr. KELLY. I must insist, Mr. Chairman, will all def- h
- erence to the geutleuian from Missouri, that I have not mis- d
I understood the remarks of his colleague. I listened to his tl
. speech, as I have already said, with pleasure and attention, A
I and read it very careiully as it is prrnted in the Globe, and p
. »s it cow uppears in that paper to speak for itself. While o

I admit an apparent effort on the part of the gentleman c!
i from Missouri to look liberal, I must be permitted to re- a

I... < i '
J « (>> a turn uu Dn-lua uu « aJ uuciiuun iu i"i* noerui, UUU ei
» an unbiassed perusal of the gross libel which he 1ms pub- n
i. lished in the Globe concerning the Irish Catholic priest- il
, hood will lead his colleague, however reluctantly, to the f<
i same conclusion. But the gentleman only acts out the d
i principles and ritual of the midnight order, which conceals h
i all it can and denlc? .tcrything m
t Mr. KKNNETT. I will answer the gentleman more fully li

in my own Bpeech, and will here state that I am ready to g<
I answer any Question he may propound. li
f Mr. KELLY. Then I ask the gentleman did he or does ri
- he now give his adhesion to th< platform of principles tl
I adopted by the American party in Philadelphia in Feb- a

ruary, 1850? -f so, does not the gentleman hy his own II
i showing concur in the principle of proscribing Catholics tl
. because of their religious belief? I allude, of course, to the si
: fifth article of the abovepamed platform, j b

Mr. kenneth j wjn ftn8Wfcr the gentleman by refer- n
r ring him to the platform laid down by the Americun party t<
r of my .State which proscribes no man because of his relig- a
s ious belief. And how let me further say that the gentle-! tl
man is in error when be asserts that this debate was com- k
menced by my colleague, it was introduced by Mr. Iiowir, n
of Maryland, in his animadversions nponhis colleague, Mr. el
Davis | a

Mr. KELLY. The gentleman certainly is in error; for cl
> Mr. Davis himself, in his wild foray against the "Foreign r<

Brigude,'1 unneoegsarily and unfoundedly attributed the o
r defeat of his party in the last election to "the religious in- it
L fiuences" which brought so many alien citizens to the polls, 11
t The gentleman has not, however, yet answered my ques- w

tiou. v»
i Mr. KKNNETT. I am sorry I cannot suit the gentleman pi
t in my reply. He says the democratic party are a unit. U
; that they everywhere fully endorsed the principles of the b
» Kansas-Nebraska bill. I say they nevertheless claim the hi

largest liberty in its construction ; and that construction tl
; is notoriously different in different sections of the Union S
i among brethren of the same political faith. Isow, the tt
t American party also needed a platform for the presidential
- canvass, and that of February last was put forth for that hi
; purpose. If it was not perfect it was the best wo could L
i get, and we had to take it.those of us that it did not pre- U
r ciscly suit,.with the mercantile reservation, " Errors ei- oj
I cepted." tl
i Was your President.the present occupant of the White cl
i House.elected by a majority of American-born citizens ? c<
t On the contrary, without the foreign vote,*which was cast it

for him almost unanimously, he never would have been m
elevated to the position he now occupies. w

) Mr. KELLY. Suppose he was not elected by American- la
s born votes, (which was very likely the case,) were not the rt

principles advocated by the party which elected Mr. Pierce tl
I national principles, without the benefit, tao, of "Errom ex- tl
1 cepted?" Was there anything in the platform laid down m
s at Baltimore by the convention which nominated him vio- rj
i lative of the spirit or letter of the constitution of the United T
i States ? tt
t Mr. KEN'NETT. I have not charged the contrarv to be w

s so. My point is, that the foreign-born vote holds the bal- k
ance of power in our country.that that vote is almost al- st
ways on the democratic side, and thus it shapes the policy ct
and action of the government. This I consider wrong,

f Mr. KELLY. I will say to the gentleman that the Ulibc- p<
i ral and narrow policy parties have pursued in this country a.<
» has contributed much to drive both native and foreign- ci
s born Catholics in self-defence into the democratic party, ly
i That this is true is proved by the fact which you know full fr

well, Mr. Chairman, [Mr. 11. Marshall,] that the large Cath- a
i olic vote of Kentucky and Maryland had always lieeu tr

found with the whig party until the know-nothing tuon- th
> ster and its protean brood of platforms drove them, ia self- ic
) respect as well as in self-defence, into the rAnks of the na- es

nonni democracy wnere mey nave round repose ana peace in
under the broad shadows of the constitution. w

I will udd further, that, with the exception of two terms, fit
the administration of this government has been in the di
hands of the democratic party. It appears to me, there- ai

fore, that the fact that the foreign-born population in the
exercise of the elective franchise being always fontid on p<
the side of this dominant party is rather doubtful evidence cl
that they are noi as loyal to the country as any other M
claes of voters. The high state of prosperity which the in
country has attained nnder democratic rule would, 1 should Hi
think, lead to quite a different conclusion. vi

Mr. KKNNETT. The democratic party have Iteen shar- b
per and more successful hitherto in bidding fur their rotes ai
than we. Not that we would not hare won them, too, had bi
it been in our power. Office-seekers are all in love with 0'
German honesty and " the sweet Irish brogue." g

Mr. KELLY. I believe the gentleman himself was very na
well satisfied with the foreign vote while he belonged to u

r the democratic party. is
Mr. KKNNKTT. The gentleman will excuse me. He

/<*a

lion.
NUMBER Util

*

Y 24, 1857. :
I

ci which the/ abhor as anti-Christian. What no enormous
in outrage is this upon their dearest rights and interests."
qi Sir, the miser/ and fluttering of the Irish peasant, during1- his long night of political bondage, are traceable to other
»" sources than priestl/ influence; and I env/ neither the
i- charity of the man nor the wisdom of the legislator who
i- would thns trump up the oft-refuted slanders of Kxeter 1
e- Hall to illustrate important political principles before an t
r, American Congress. (
>f I would adme gentlemen, before the/ go to the trouble
is of crossing the Atlantic to hunt up evidence of priestl/ f
r- turpitude, to reud the living history of their own country
n during the past twelve months. In nearly all the New 1
a England States the pulpit was converted into a political en- i
y giue.ministers of the Gospel became politicians, as a pre- p
n liminary step to becoming legislators; and while 1 care l>qt <

n little what others may think of the value of the accession, I
n I hive always believed, and still hold, that, though they t
t- may labor zealously in saving the country Irom the devil, r
s they lend but a doubtful lustre to the legislation of the ua- r

y tion. So thoroughly do I abhor the demoralizing tendril- ?
e cies of political preaching, and pity the ministers of the f

Gospel who obtrude themselves into the turbulent political i
a conflicts of the day, that I am as ready to censure the h
b Catholic priest as the I'rotestaut minister when he so far pforgets the sacredness of his high calling as to degenerate c
.. into a mere political brawler. The connexion is.unnatu- u
j rat: its fruit unholy. In the strong lauguage of Iiurke,
r "politics and the pulpit are terms that have but little o
b agreement. No sound ought be beard iu the church c
h but the healing voice of Christianity. The cause of civil pf liberty and civil government gains as little as that of re- v
l> ligion from this confusion of duties. Those who quit their t1 proper character to assume what does not belong to them p" are for the great part ignorant of the character they leave, o

£ and the character they assume. Wholly unacquaintedwith the world in which they are so fond of meddling, and c
inexperienced in all its afi'airs on which they pronounce s
with so much confidence, they have nothing of politics hut b

t the passions they excite. Surely, the church is a place where c
- one day's truce might be allowed to the dissensions and e

uuiiuoBuiea 01 mankind. »ir, 1 until not rtftr to tbe al- t<^ moat general perversion of tbe pulpit during the last preai-1 Eu deutial contest; tbe substitution of bowie-knives and rifled \<
' for tbe inspired volume, the vilest passions refreshing; v
, themselves from the sanctuary, and the siirnals for carnaoe u

. !
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line misread ray humble antecedent*. So fur as 1 have had
toy political history, as long, at least, as I can remember,[ bare been all over a whig.
Mr. KKLLY. Then I was in error; 1 confounded the

gentleman with his brother: and regret tbat, with ?o good
>n example before bini, be has not before this accompanied
lim to the shrine of the true faith; when be does.and notwithstandingthe gentleman's diluted Americanism I don't
lespair.his couvictions will be otherwise.

ltut, sir, a new watchword has been given to the faithul.thecry hoe been tbat " Americans must rule America.''
Jo gentlemen forget tbat our country, thus called America,
s made up of native-born and foreign-bom.of men born
n the localities where tbey reside, and men who have emigratedto their present homes from some other State either
if this Union or of the great Union of Christendom? So,
ar, then, as the foreign part is concerned, the native can
laim no right to rule him. lie may well refuse to be
uled, or claim on equal grounds tbat Americans should
tile Americans, and tbat foreigners, whether Irishmen in
lew Kagtand or New Engluuders in Missouri, should rule
oreiguers. The great feature of our country.the bleiidngol all men, of every creed and clime and race, into one
lomogeueous mass, actuated by one feeling, a love.of our
lorious country and its noble institutions.would, by the
ilind, narrow policy of these new reformers, be defeated
nd destroyed.
It is argued that it is wiser for us to take enro of our

>wn affairs. The proposition iB clearly correct, and revivesmy assent if by "we" is meant the whole American
eople. But if a portion of the people assume to be the
rhule, and talk of the affairs of the nation as their affairs,ben the proposition in supremely absurd whether that
ortion in the case of our country at this momeut be native
r foreign born.
The early policy of our country, Mr. Chairman, was to euourageemigration from Europe. So important and uecesarywas tbat policy dt-ppied that the fathers of the republicrought against the Khig of England and bis ministers a

barge which holds good to-day against the pnrty which
alls itself American. Nay, sir, it applies with even more
>rce against the know-nothing faction, for the King of
Inglaud only discouraged emigration oevuuae be knew it
ruuld give strength to bis rebellions colonies, while theyrould shut it out altogether, after it has aided in building
p our country, und making us wh< t we are.the lirst power
u the globe. Sir, such a policy is worse than tbat which
loses China and Japan ugainst the hamaniising influence of
ulightened Christendom. Nothing, Mr. Chairman, bus been
lore providential to America than the influx from Europef a large class which had none to compete with it in the
xisting population.1 mean, sir, the laboring class. Poticaleconomists reckon in dollars ami cents the value of
ich emigrant to the country, and show that, materiallypeaking, they are a positive gain. Experience, too, has I.,
sown that these emigrants blend easily into the existent
opulution, and yield to none in attachment to our instituons,und the laws which for nearly half a century haveinferred citisfuship after five years' probation bare beheld
ie country advance in prosperity and greatness. But the
entlemuu from the .State of Missouri.with its monuments
I' its Catholic founder scattered over its surface.with its
utholic city of the Crusader Saint..tells us that the maliueryof our government is delicate aud complex, and
iat the foreigner should not touch it until he learns to do
i with safety. " Otherwise," Buys the poetical member.
otherwise he might disturb bis equilibrium and unsettle
s motion, in which event the innate powers of self-propuloawithin tho machinery of the Slale would scatter its
jlling and Hying wheels in a thousand directions." Now,ipposing nil this to be the case.supposing our simple re- -H
uuncsn government to be more complex than a sewingtachineor the Strasburg clock, it is evident that five yearaall sufficient to enable a foreigner to learn to work the
lachine. Otherwise, the tremeudous blow-up which the
entlemun so poetically depicts would have convulsed the
irth years ago, and travellers would now be gazing on
te rivers that darted up the steep declivities of the 9
lountain.the hills that yawned in craterous vohvmoea,
r the lakes formed by Nature's tears at the terrible exlosionof the American commonwealth. No one can Yf
eny that the country still exists.exists with the pres- - |it naturalization laws.exists with those laws profited
y.not by thousands, but by luillioos. Therefore, sir,
re conclusion is irresistible that these laws are not
s dangerous as the gentleman and his friend* would
avc the oountry believe.at least so little fraught with
anger that no alarm need be entertained. Among
le prominent measures advocated by this self-styledmtrican party is one which seeks to extend the period of
robatiou requisite to naturalisation from live to twentyueyears, What would be the practical working of this
aangeV It would exclude the foreigner who arrives here
> UJC I>t<; UI Iinriiij-uro / ran lruill till riglllS OI ClU/.eiljipuntil he bus attained the age of forty-six.until he is
o longer subject to military duty.until a period when
e State can no longer call upon him to arm in her donee,During the prime of manhood he will remaiu iniffcrentto the political system of the country he inspiresis children with no patriotic feelings, for none can auilatehis own breast. He is ruled, a subject, not a citizen,ring here from necessity, not from choice. And wilt
entlemen tell me that such a class will not he dangerous?lolate a class, and you adopt the surest way to preparetin for all. They will feel that the laws really intend
jelr perpetual exclusion, and little will they reck whether,
t the lapse of 21 or 201 years, the niggard boon be given,
t has become quite fashionable of late to charge directly
nit the loriign-boru citizens are profligate ia their
jUVnge; that they are vicious, while the native-boru
orn are exemplars of every virtue. The gentlemnfrom Missouri charges this, by Implication, and
lis us that tbe foreigner is peculiarly fitted to pull down
government, but utterly unable to build one up. Where
re gentleman learned all this, 1 am at a loss to
now. Such a Pharisaic self-laudation may well suit a
reeling of phrensied devotees, where each thinks himself
iect and all else doomed to perdition, but ill befits a
lember of the American Congress; lor if virtue is the ex!w<ivegift of American birth, the founder of the Christian !| i
:ligion erred strangely in not deferring bis advent uutil
irr time, to avoid being condemned as vicious for bergboru In Iteth'ehem. Where the gentlemau learned
lat foreigners are peculiarly fitted to pull down n govnment,1 cannot see, unless lie alludes to Nicaragua. Vhere armed foreigners were invited in, and have since
reclaimed themselves masters of the country. But orjr bistryfurnishes no example of the slightest difficulty caused
y foreigners who, notwithstanding their great success inirilofng railroads and canals, have been unable, with all
reir power, to pull down tbe government of a singletate; nor docs our history show a single instance where
icy attempted to do so.
The question of immigration, Mr. Chairman, has been
itherto treated on a most silly and uuphilosophical basis. t§ittle susceptibilities, religious antipathies, and less credviblegrounds have blinded many to tbe real benefit wbicb
ur country has derived from foreign immigration. Since
le great commercial review of the country, Hunt's Merlanl'sMagazine, set forth its stubborn proofs.its clear,rnvincing calculations, proving the real value of everyemigrant.a decided change has taken place in the Dinnerof estimating this important element of our national
ealtb. None has yet called in question the principleslid down in that valuable publication, or the numerical
(suits of those principles. It stands, therefore, admitted H
rat emigration has been a source of wealth and power Jore country, and the friends of the assailed foreigner need
o longer turn to invoke the name of a Montgomery, a Barf,a Lafayette, or Kosciusco to propitiate public opinion. ifhere is no little in this; there is much in the ground that
te immigrants have contributed more to the stability,callb, and power of the country than all the lodges of
now-nothing Americans in the Union could do if tbeytould continue to exist until the archangel s trump shall I
ill the dead to judgment. I
At the close of the revolution there were three millions of 9
*opio in this land. Mince then three millions have come
i emigrants. Of these latter, some few may hare been bad
tiiens but «c should not forget that of the former near- |one-half were, during the whole war, open or concealed
iends of the English rule. Each one claims descent from
whig of 76. Hut, Mr. Chairman, could genealogies Ire
aced, could we go back step by step, and man by man, to
is stormy days of the revolution, bow many of pute Anieranlineage must number among his ancestors the bitterttoryof that period? Of what intrinsic value, then, is
eir vaunted Americanism? Why, sir, a century hence it
ill be as impossible to distinguish the descendants of the
st three millions from those of the second as it is now to
stinguigh the heir of the gallant whig from the descenditof the bitter tory.
What reprobation, then, do tbey deserve, who would perstuatedistinctions, or divide the nation into two rival
asses? But I most not forget that the gentleman from
issouri denies that his party is justly obnoxious to this
apeuebment. It is well, Mr. Chairman 1 will try aod be- |sve the past but a dream, and sbut out from my mental
ision the scenes and the history of the past twelve months,
et us all believe so, and stand ro»dy to cover with scorn
id strike to the earth as an assassin the first man who would
reed dissension among those whom Providence for its
sn wise ends has placed or called upon the soil of this
loriona republic. A graat mission is confided to us.a
ilgsion to be fulfilled only by union aod virtue ; for, whennion Is lost, when civil war desolates the land, virtue, too,lost, and with it our liberty. We are one nation now
othing bat class legialation, nothing but lt»k>ti*tn uq


